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 Based on the recommendations of an international cooperative agency, the book examines the facts and consequences of the rapid societal changes caused by globalization, modernization, increasing connectedness among diverse populations and rapid technological changes. The book reports the recommendations of the DeSEco Project, an international network of experts initiated to provide theoretical and practical foundations for the new realities.

 

 Psychosocial skills based on holistic and dynamic models of social relationships are advocated and conceptualized in relation to the realities of the social environment. Social competence is defined in a holistic manner able to address complex problems. For example, interpersonal skills are defined as ability to cooperate with others, advocacy and resolution of conflict. The authors define social competence in a holistic manner and argue that only holistic models can meet the challenges of modern society.

 

The purpose of developing social competencies is the creation of a well functioning society. Democratic outcomes include social cooperation, economic productivity, social coherence and human rights. The authors take an international approach to the assessment of policy concerns and make relevant and important suggestions.


 
The authors provide an inclusive framework for defining a well functioning society. Important values are based on social competencies. The authors define social competencies clearly and include interpersonal skills such as cooperation, advocacy and conflict resolution.


 
An international approach to the assessment of policy concerns is advocated as an important avenue to conflict resolution.  This book represents an important approach to the building of well functioning modern societies as they adapt to the rapid changes faced by modern societies.
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