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This is a comprehensive book written for teachers working with students with blindness and other severe visual impairments.


Part One provides a clear explanation of vision and visual problems, their causes and effects, and methods of evaluation. Part Two focuses on learning and the special skills required by children with severe visual problems. A special section is concerned with children who have multiple disabilities and those who are gifted. Assessment, testing, and transitions are fully discussed in Part Three. References are included in every chapter. 


Dr. Bishop does not dwell on the negative. She demonstrates how children can and do acquire the skills they need and stresses the importance of early intervention. Early instruction independent movement within the environment (Orientation and Mobility instruction), a wide range of hands-on experiences with objects and environments, and a structured program of self-help can prevent delays in development.  Activities that promote language development and acquisition of social skills are  provided. well described. The book offers guidance in developing skills with a variety of practical games and activities.

 
Working with older students to encourage independence and work skills are also discussed in some detail Successful integration into regular classrooms depends upon a variety of resources, but resource teachers cannot work alone. Close collaboration between resource and classroom teachers are a necessity. Classroom teachers will benefit from reading the book. .

. Children who are blind or severely visually impaired have strengths and abilities that need to be noted and developed. Virginia Bishop has made a major contribution with her book.
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